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mercial and political grounds it has proved of the Jiighest
value.   Thanks to the existence of the Canadian'^aci^i1;
Railway, it is now possible to reinforce with supplies afeifeaiar^"
a squadron at Vancouver from Great Britain in fourteen
days, and a squadron on the China Station in twenty-five.
Passing from the Northern to the Southern hemisphere a
not less remarkable development is witnessed.   In 1800 the
, fvm            only British subjects in Australasia were the
AUSTRALASIA              J ,             -                .  ,      ,,,             ,         ,,                ,
members of a convict settlement on the coast
of New South Wales. In 1821 New South Wales was opened
to free immigrants, and from that moment steady though
slow progress was made. Van Diemen's Land (now Tas-
mania) was separated from New South Wales in 1825, %&&
settlements were effected in Queensland in 1826, in Western
Australia (1829), & Victoria (1836), and in New Zealand
(1840). In 1900 the five Australian Colonies united into a
Federal Commonwealth. Such was the transformation wit-
nessed in the course of the century in the Southern Seas,
From Australasia we pass to South Africa. Occupied in
the name of the Stadtholder of Holland in 1795 Cape Colony
SOUTH             was' ^ we kave s6611*1 Banded back in 1802,
reconquered in 1806, and finally purchased
from the Dutch in 1814. But though transferred to the
British flag the population of Cape Colony was still ex-
clusively Dutch.2 Not until 1820 did British immigration
make a start. Almost from the first there were difficulties
between the British and the Dutch settlers. The emancipa-
tion of the slaves (1833) brought things to a crisis* and
between 1836 and 1840 some 10,000 Boer fanners shook the
dust of British control of thek feet and' trekked' into the
great regions beyond the Orange and Vaal rivers. Mean-
while a handful of British settlers established themselves at
Port Natal (1824), and after some hesitation on the part of
the Home Government Natal was declared a British colony
1 P. 113.
* i.e., of course, as regards Europeans. Non-Europeans have
always in South Africa largely outnumbered Dutch and English
combined. This fact supplies the key to South African history.